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Speaker Profile 
Rossen Karavatchev works in the Maritime Department of the International 

Transport Workers Federation in London since 2004, with special emphasis on the 
political work programmes of the Fisheries , Seafarers and Inland Navigation Sections 
until 2020. He was appointed ITF Fisheries Coordinator in August 2020. 

Represents the ITF, and lobby for, and promote the ITF maritime campaigns and 
positions to external bodies, including relevant UN agencies like the ILO, FAO and 
IMO and other intergovernmental organisations and major NGOs. He was actively 
involved in the process of adoption of the ILO Work in Fishing Convention, 2007 and 
follow up activities on its promotion, ratification, and implementation of both the ILO 
Maritime Labour Convention and Work in Fishing Conventions. 

Originally from Bulgaria, he is 64 years old, and graduated the Bulgarian Naval 
Academy with M.Sc. in Navigation in 1982. He holds a Captain’ certificate for ocean 
going ships of up to 3000 gt, in addition to college diploma in Applied Mathematics 
and Computer Science and post graduate diploma in General Law and Public 
Administration. 
 


